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         Upcoming Events:   

 

 

 

 A Letter from our Directors:  
 

The 2020-2021 school year has been full of challenges and possibilities! Our APEC 

Fellows and APEC First-Year Teachers have been challenged to teach and lead 

classrooms across the Midlands during a global pandemic! We are proud to say 

that all of our Fellows have risen to the occasion.  

 

This year, the APEC Center has more than 30 new teachers, many of whom are 

working in 19 critical need schools in our partner districts. These teachers have 

learned to use technology to deliver instruction to their students. They have 

developed relationships with their colleagues and families even though face to 

face contact is limited. These teachers have attended professional development 

workshops and learned to implement new strategies for engaging students and 

earning their trust in a nontraditional way. Despite the challenges of teaching 

during a global pandemic, our APEC teachers have focused on the positives and 

the possibilities—ensuring student success, no matter what! We are very proud of 

these new teachers; some are featured in this newsletter.  

 

We are also excited that our program has grown over the past three years! This 

summer, we accepted 31 new APEC Fellows into the program! These Fellows are 

currently taking courses and working in classrooms under the guidance of 

outstanding mentor teachers. We look forward to watching them grow and 

succeed this year. 

 

Thank you all for your continued support of the APEC Center at Columbia College! 

These successes would not be possible without the support of our district partners, 

mentor teachers, school administrators, advisory board members, and other 

partners. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Dr. Marla Sanders and Dr. Tracy West  
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APEC Center Advisory Board: 

Melanie Cohen:  LexRich 5 Schools 

Alice Colbert:  Educational Consultant 

Bill Dieckmann: Executive Coach 

Christine Hait:  Columbia College 

Lisa Ingram:  Lexington  4 

Craig Jelks:  Fairfield County Schools 

Frances Keller:  Sumter Schools 

Suzanne Koty:  CERRA 

Jim Lane:  Columbia College 

Christine LeBlanc:  Columbia College 

Marie McGehee:  Colonial Life 

Alana Stroker: Colonial Life 

Tammy Pawloski:  Francis Marion University 

Ashton Peterson:  City Year 

Francis Schodowski:  Columbia College 

Kimberly Scott:  Lexington 1 Schools 

Lisa Shannon:  Kershaw County Schools 

Denise Solwell:  Fairfield County Schools 

Katherine Templeton:  Richland 2 

Reggie Wicker:  Richland One Schools  

 

 

 

 

“Knowledge is power. 

Information is liberating. 

Education is the premise of 

progress, in every society, 

in every family.” –Kofi 

Annan  

 

*February 28, 2021:  Application 

deadline for Summer Cohort 

 

*March 13, 2021 and March 27, 

2021: Spring Professional 

Development Workshops 

 

*June 17, 2021:  Annual Summit on 

Teaching and Mentoring, featuring 

Dr. Akil Ross of HeartEd LLC 

 

*See dates and information about 

our PolishingYour Performance 

Series below 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.columbiasc.edu/apec
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               News 

First-Year Teacher Experiences 
Jennifer Harki 
 

The beginning of the year was a bit 
challenging with my students learning and 
me learning at the same time! Five weeks in 
and we got in a groove!  We are getting to 
know one another, and I am so enjoying my 
students! I love teaching first grade! I love 
the curriculum, and I love my students. I was 
so excited to meet my students in person in 
November! 
  
Adding to my joy, in April 2020, I applied for the James Patterson grant through 
Scholastic Book Club. I found out at the end of September that I had won one of their 
grants!  I had two eyes full of tears as I read the letter.  
 

Stephanie Jones  
 

Things are going well. The 
pandemic has forced us all to 
become new teachers. I am 
surrounded by supportive 
colleagues and administrators. 

  

 

 
Elizabeth Kirby 
 

We are all learning and growing together in first grade at 
North Springs Elementary! Our class is learning something 
new together and growing as a class family each day. 
Everyone has learned our eLearning Procedures and 
utilizes them daily. This year, we are blazing new trails 
and learning together in the virtual classroom. I am very 
thankful and blessed to have an amazing team at North 
Springs Elementary to help me along this new path! I love 
my Cricket Family! 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Polishing Your  

Performance (PYP) Series 

The APEC Center is excited to 

introduce a series of monthly 

chats and professional 

conversation opportunities. 

Guest speakers give talks about 

various topics in education.  

Our first session was held on 

October 12th featuring Dr. Dana 

Richardson, Response to 

Intervention Specialist in 

Richland District Two. She spoke 

about Response to Intervention 

(RTI).  

Our October 24th session 

featured Dr. Akil Ross, 2018 

national principal of the year. He 

spoke about Finding the Passion 

and Power of Teaching.  

Our most recent session on 

November 9th featured Patrick 

Kelly, Director of Government 

Relations for PSTA. He spoke 

about Teacher Leadership and 

Advocacy. 

Spring 2021 Polishing your 

Performance Series 

Topics to be announced 

January 27th – Sarah Gams, SC 

Teacher of the Year 

February 17th – Dr. Timothy 

Blackwell, Principal in Richland 

District One 

March 15th – Dr. Christine LeBlanc, 

Assistant Professor of Education 

Columbia College 

April 1st-Craig Jelks, Teacher 

Fairfield Couty School District   

April 13th- Rosalyn Stover, Executive 

Director, The Family Resource 
Center (TFRC) 

What does the APEC Center mean to our 

Fellows? Click here  to see what the 

program means to Derricka Thompson, a 

member of Cohort 3. 

http://www.columbiasc.edu/apec
https://youtu.be/Dy0F7lJDoQM
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We continue to work and stay in touch 

with each other through virtual classes, 

emails, phone conversations, limited 

face to face classes, and Go to 

Meetings!!!  Thank you to everyone 

supporting the APEC Center and 

congratulations to all of our instructors 

and Fellows for continuing to work hard 

to achieve their goals in these 

unprecedented times.   

We stay connected with the 

members of Cohorts #1 and #2 

through our monthly virtual 

Seminars.  

Awards and Recognitions 

What Works SC Award 

The APEC Center is so proud to have been 

named a 2020 Finalist for the Riley Institute’s 

WhatWorksSC Award. Click on this link to hear 

from two of our Fellows about how the APEC 

Program has impacted their lives!   

Congratulations to Sarah Gams, APEC Program 

instructor and teacher in Lexington Richland 

School District Five, on being named 2021 South 

Carolina Teacher of the Year! Sarah is an 

amazing instructor and a great model for our 

APEC Fellows! 

 

 

http://www.columbiasc.edu/apec
https://vimeo.com/458996316/f905cb157a
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Watch for upcoming news and announcements for  

our Annual Summit on Teaching and Mentoring on 

June 17, 2021.We are planning an outstanding 

program. Don’t miss it! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

On my way to finding something                

good to read…………………. 
Teaching Outside the Box by Lou Anne Johnson 

Hacking School Discipline by Nathan Maynard and Brad 

Weinstein 

The Little Book of Restorative Justice in Education by  

Katherine Evans and Dorothy Vaandering 

Distance Learning Playbook, K-12 by Douglas Fisher, Nancy 

Frey, and John Hattie 

Lost at School by Ross W. Greene 

In this season of Thanksgiving, we are so grateful for everyone who contributes their 

expertise and talents to further the work of the APEC Center!    

http://www.columbiasc.edu/apec

